Storyboarding with Data
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Challenge 1: Reading a single figure.

Writing a storyboard:
1.

Organize data & locate
trends.
Select figures that best
represent trends.
3.
Write bullet points for each
figure.
4.
Integrate figures into
“storyboard:”
– Assess how each figure
contributes to the major
theme
– REVISE figures to focus on
the major theme.
– REVISE bullet points to
focus on the major theme.
– Add/remove figures.
2.

5.

1.

What does this visual show?
(results)

2.

What conclusions can be drawn
from this visual? (discussion)

3.

What does each bar show?
(caption)

4.

How might these data have
been obtained?
(methods)

5.

What questions do you still have
about this visual?

Reading a storyboard:
1. Read a single figure to
assess accuracy and
completeness of the
data description.
2. Read a series of
figures to assess the
main theme or “story”
of the research article.
Assess the logical
sequencing of the
images.

Note: CE, CCC, and RTE are the journals with the highest impact
factor in the field of Writing Studies.
NCTE/CCCC’s Recent War on Scholarship
2005; 22; 198 Written Communication
Richard H. Haswell

Write supporting text.

Challenge 2: Reading a series of figures.
1. What do these visuals show?
2. What conclusions/trends can be
drawn from these visuals?
3. How do these visuals relate to each
other? Do they support each other,
contradict each other, or ….?
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4. What other data might you want to
see in addition to these?

Challenge 3: Write 2-3 bullet points for each figure.
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Challenge 4: Integrate figures into a storyboard.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assemble figures into a “storyboard”
Assess how each figure contributes to the major theme
REVISE figures to focus on the major theme
REVISE bullet points to focus on the major theme
Add figures to fill in gaps
Remove figures to eliminate redundancy

Sample Draft Storyboard

Challenge 5: Translate bullet points into report text.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Use “storyboard” as an “outline” of your report.
Develop bullets into well-supported arguments. Integrate figures
with text.
Read and revise to fill in gaps.
Add abstract, references, and other supporting material.
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