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Tips for poster design

Planning your poster

Before you rush to your computer and start designing your poster, there are a
couple of things you need to do first. Planning your poster is extremely
important.

Start by writing down everything you would like to have on your
poster, keeping in mind who your target audience is.
Draw your poster on a piece of paper, adding all the different sections
and headings you would like to cover in your poster as well as the text.
Let someone proofread for grammatical and spelling mistakes.
Example for headings are:

title (the audience will view this first);
introduction
problem statement
method
results
recommendations
conclusion

Your drawing might look something like this:

Eliminate any poster "noise". Remember you have less than 3
seconds to draw the attention of your audience to your poster. Poster
noise happens when you add irrelevant or unnecessary information to
your poster, e.g. information your audience might already know, etc. -
this will depend on your target audience (colleagues, other specialists
in this field, general public, etc.).
Have some attention grabbers on your poster. Seeing that you don't
have a lot of time to get the attention of your audience you need to
make a quick impact, e.g. a catching and interesting statement,
photographs, graphics, colours, layout, etc. - all of these play a role in
attracting your audience.
When you have finished your final design on paper, you can start
designing it on the computer.

 

 

Write down everything: Title, Introduction, 
Problem Statement, Method, Results, 
Recommendation/Conclusion
Plan attention grabbers - you have less than 3 
seconds to grab people’s attention.

Sketch out your poster

What’s the message?
Who’s the target 

audience?

PLANNING



LAYOUT
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Tips for poster design

Technical guidelines: Layout

Plan your layout carefully. Layout includes

Headings and subheadings.
Organising the information into sections.
There should be balance and simplicity.
Deciding where you want to add graphics, photographs, graphs, etc.
Do not try to present too much detail. Less is more.
Leaving enough white space - don't clutter the poster, it should have a
clean and simple layout.
Provide your name and contact details for people that might want to
discuss it with you.
Information should flow (viewing sequence) by column or by row, as in
the following examples:
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Tips for poster design

Technical guidelines: Layout

Plan your layout carefully. Layout includes

Headings and subheadings.
Organising the information into sections.
There should be balance and simplicity.
Deciding where you want to add graphics, photographs, graphs, etc.
Do not try to present too much detail. Less is more.
Leaving enough white space - don't clutter the poster, it should have a
clean and simple layout.
Provide your name and contact details for people that might want to
discuss it with you.
Information should flow (viewing sequence) by column or by row, as in
the following examples:

A numbering system 
will help your 
audience follow the 
flow of information.
Print the pieces at 
actual  size and 
place them on a 
table.



COLOR
Color is a very 
important part 
of your poster.
Choose a color 
theme.
Too much color 
makes it too 
busy.

This combination is 
easy on the eyes.

This combination is 
NOT easy on the eyes.

This combination is 
NOT easy on the eyes.

This combination is 
also easy on the eyes.











TEXT & FONTS

Text size and 
font are very 
important.
ALL CAPITALS 
CAN BE 
DIFFICULT TOO.

Ariel bold is easy to 
read.







Courier regular is 
NOT easy to read, 
and is boring.
Italics and script is NOT 
easy to read.

Title 100pts >1.5in

Headings ~50pts 0.6-0.8in

Body >25pts 0.2-0.4in



VISUALS

Graphics, photographs and diagrams are a 
vital part of a poster. They add interest 
and help communicate your message.
Use digital photos rather than scanned.
Create graphics using good plotting 
software such as R, and edit/annotate 
using a drawing program such as Photoshop, 
Canvas, CorelDraw.
Use sparingly to avoid a busy appearance.



CREDIT

http://www.lib.uct.ac.za/infolit/poster2a.htm 
is the source of my material to this point.
Really excellent, straight forward advice 
with pictures and diagrams on poster 
construction.

http://www.lib.uct.ac.za/infolit/poster2a.htm
http://www.lib.uct.ac.za/infolit/poster2a.htm


EXAMPLE

Catchy 
title

4’x4’

Dramatic 
visual, which 
also serves as 
lookup to the 
main parts of 

poster.Navy and 
white color 
scheme



MULTIMEDIA SUPPLEMENTS

A movie or 
computer demo 
can illustrate the 
dynamic rather 
than static 
nature of your 
work.
Multimedia draws 
attention.



MULTIMEDIA SUPPLEMENTS
A digital photo frame 
might be incorporated 
directly into your 
poster to display a 
sequence of photos or 
graphs.
A recordable postcard 
can be used to add 
sound!

http://blog.scifi.com/tech/archives/2006/10/13/new_memoryframe.html

http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/images/soundrecorder.jpg

http://blog.scifi.com/tech/archives/2006/10/13/new_memoryframe.html
http://blog.scifi.com/tech/archives/2006/10/13/new_memoryframe.html
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/images/soundrecorder.jpg
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/images/soundrecorder.jpg


DATA EXPO POSTERS

http://www.amstat-online.org/sections/graphics/dataexpo/
2006entries.php

The ASA Statistical Graphics section 
sponsored a data analysis and poster 
presentation competition for JSM’06.

Good place to see examples of well-
constructed posters and multimedia 
supplements.

http://www.amstat-online.org/sections/graphics/dataexpo/2006entries.php
http://www.amstat-online.org/sections/graphics/dataexpo/2006entries.php
http://www.amstat-online.org/sections/graphics/dataexpo/2006entries.php
http://www.amstat-online.org/sections/graphics/dataexpo/2006entries.php


SOFTWARE

Adobe InDesign: Figures kept in separate 
files so master file remains small.
Powerpoint: templates available on web, 
but unwieldy for large posters and 
graphics.



GOOD GRAPHICS PRINCIPLES
Naomi Robbins (2006) 
Creating More Effective Graphs
http://www.wiley.com/

R package: ggplot2
Hadley Wickham
http://had.co.nz/ggplot2/

http://www.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com
http://had.co.nz/ggplot/
http://had.co.nz/ggplot/


COGNITIVE PERCEPTION
Familiarity and surprise: Following 
conventions (eg Tufte, Wainer) captures 
an audience by familiar, ease of 
interpretation.   .....................BUT
Breaking conventions elicits interest.



COGNITIVE PERCEPTION
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In many countries, reliable statistics on AIDS are 
hard to obtain. Unaids, the United Nations AIDS 
agency, relies on these numbers. Each square on 
the grid represents 2,500 people with AIDS.

…And on a Global Scale
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The estimated number of 
people living with 
H.I.V./AIDS has exploded 
in sub-Saharan Africa 
while staying relatively 
level in highly 
industrialized countries.
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The estimated number of new 
HIV/AIDS cases in highly 
industrialized countries has 
decreased slightly since 
the 1980’s but has 
continued growing in 
sub-Saharan Africa.
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* Preliminary numbers* Preliminary numbers

Map is familiar, 
draws in the 
reader.
AND convention is 
broken by the size 
of country, which 
is interesting 
encouraging the 
curious reader to 
learn more.

The New York Times



CONCLUDING COMMENTS
Posters allow the presenter to engage 
the audience in small groups for 
individualized discussion.
From experience: If its a big poster 
print it in a couple of smaller pieces 
for transporting to the meeting!
You’re a story teller. 
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